
Resilient Communities Project–Ramsey County 
2018–2019 Partnership 
 
The mission of the Resilient Communities Project is to connect local government 
agencies in Minnesota with U of M students and faculty to advance community 
resilience and student learning through collaborative, course-based projects. 

 

 

During the 2018–2019 academic year, RCP partnered with Ramsey County on 14 community-identified projects. These projects 
were matched with 22 courses spanning 16 academic departments at the University of Minnesota Twin Cities campuses—offering 
180 students the opportunity to apply their knowledge and skills to real community needs and opportunities, and providing Ramsey 
County with information, ideas, and new perspectives on local sustainability, livability, and resilience issues. 
 
 

Community Health and Safety 

Building Community Resilience to 
Emergencies among Vulnerable 
Populations 

Identified indicators of social vulnerability and resilience; created a Social Vulnerability 
Index, showing areas of high and moderate social vulnerability; identified and mapped 
access to critical community infrastructure such as power, water, and sewer, as well as 
medical facilities, schools, places of worship, markets, and other gathering places. 

Culturally-Appropriate Crisis 
Interventions 

Researched successful crisis intervention programs and strategies for the Karen and 
other underserved communities nationally; investigated family-oriented perceptions of 
mental health and wellness within the Minnesota Karen community, with the goal of 
shifting service delivery to align with the strengths and needs of Karen families. 

Integrating Health and Justice: An 
Evaluation of Health Needs in Ramsey 
County’s Justice System 

Analyzed data from the Adult Detention Center (ADC) to better understand the 
health needs of individuals at the facility, propose strategies and interventions to 
reduce the prevalence of unmet health needs, and improve outcomes for detainees. 

Transportation and Housing 

Removing Transportation Barriers to 
Employment Opportunities for Workforce 
Solutions (WFS)Program Participants 

Conducted a needs and barriers assessment regarding transportation through 
interviews with suburban employers facing challenges recruiting and retaining 
employees; conducted an origin-destination analysis to identify mismatches between 
unemployed workers and job vacancies; created an accessibility index for Ramsey 
County employers, identifying potential transportation barriers and accessibility issues. 

Stability Starts with a Place Called Home 

Assessed county and shelter staff’s shared understanding regarding the purpose of 
family shelter in Ramsey County; analyzed the impact of current policies on the length 
of time families are in shelter, the experience families have in shelter, the reasons 
families exit shelter, and where families exit to; and provided policy recommendations 
to maximize the scarce resource of family shelter space.  

GIS as a Communication Tool: Designing 
and Developing a Construction Map 

Designed a data model, data-presentation methodology, and prototype web-mapping 
application using the County’s enterprise geodatabase and ArcGIS Online to improve 
coordination among city and county public works departments of road construction 
and maintenance projects included in their respective five-year plans. 

Energy and Climate Change 

Exploring the Use of the Property 
Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) Program 
for Multifamily Buildings 

Researched successful national case studies of multifamily projects that have used 
PACE funding; investigated potential barriers to the use of the PACE program for 
multifamily residential projects in Minnesota, as well as possible incentives or other 
mechanisms to encourage use of PACE for affordable housing developments. 

Opportunities for City and County 
Collaboration on Climate Resiliency 

Explored strategies and policies County departments can use to incorporate climate 
resilience and adaptation strategies into their programming, operations, and budgeting; 
inventoried energy and climate initiatives among cities in Ramsey County; identified 
ideas for how collaboration among the County and cities could accelerate progress on 
energy and greenhouse gas reduction goals. 



The Resilient Communities Project (RCP) is a program of the Center for Urban and Regional Affairs (CURA) at the University of Minnesota 

	

 

 
Visit https://z.umn.edu/rcp-rc to view reports from each project, as well as news items about the RCP–Ramsey County partnership. 

   

 

Environmental Stewardship 

Innovative Storm Water Management Practices 
for the Rush Line Bus Rapid Transit Project 

Explored context-appropriate storm water management techniques that could 
enhance the aesthetics and recreational value of the areas surrounding the Rush 
Line, a future bus rapid transit line that will provide all-day, high-frequency transit 
service in Ramsey County between Saint Paul and White Bear Lake. 

Making Connections: Reducing Food Waste 
While Improving Food Security 

Investigated strategies for reducing food waste and diverting edible food to 
sources where it can be distributed for human consumption.  

Evaluating the Impact of the Environmental 
Response Fund (ERF) in Ramsey County 

Evaluated the broader economic impacts of ERF-funded projects in terms of public 
and private investment leveraged, tax revenue generated, and jobs and housing 
units generated; recommended strategies to improve program outcomes.  

Inclusive and Meaningful Community Engagement 

Empowering Citizens to Vote 
Identified strategies to increase youth voter turnout in Ward 1 Precinct 9 in the 
Frogtown neighborhood of St. Paul, which has experienced lower-than-average 
election turnout compared to the rest of the state among voters aged 18–24. 

Exploring Attitudes Toward a Modern Street 
Car Line along West 7th Street 

Interviewed business owners along West 7th Street in St. Paul to better 
understand concerns regarding planning, construction, and operation of the 
Riverview Corridor streetcar line; generated design concepts for station areas and 
adjacent neighborhoods to address concerns about loss of on-street parking, 
disruption to businesses, pedestrian/bike safety, aesthetics, noise, and long-term 
impacts on affordability of housing and commercial-retail space along the corridor.  

Putting Residents First: Accessibility of County 
Service Facilities 

Analyzed public transit access to 25 Ramsey County service facilities, and 
recommended preferred relocation areas based on higher client density and 
transit accessibility. 

For more information about RCP, contact: 
 

Mike Greco, Director     mgreco@umn.edu 
Sarah Tschida, Coordinator         	tschi066@umn.edu  

 
Web: www.rcp.umn.edu  
E-mail: rcp@umn.edu 

Facebook: RCPumn 
Twitter: @RCPumn 

DƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ϮϬϭϴʹϮϬϭϵ�ĂĐĂĚĞŵŝĐ�ǇĞĂƌ͕ �ƚŚĞ� 
ZĞƐŝůŝĞŶƚ��ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚŝĞƐ�WƌŽũĞĐƚ�ŝƐ�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƚŝŶŐ� 

ǁŝƚŚ�ZĂŵƐĞǇ��ŽƵŶƚǇ�ŽŶ�ϭϱ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇͲŝĚĞŶƚŝĨŝĞĚ�
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ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ͕�ŝĚĞĂƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŶĞǁ�ƉĞƌƐƉĞĐƚŝǀĞƐ� 
ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĞůƉ�ƚŽ�ĂĚǀĂŶĐĞ�ůŽĐĂů�ƌĞƐŝůŝĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵƐƚĂŝŶĂďŝůŝƚǇ͘
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Ξ�dŚĞ�ZĞŐĞŶƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�DŝŶŶĞƐŽƚĂ͕�ϮϬϭϮʹϮϬϭϴ͘� 
WŚŽƚŽƐ�ďǇ�^ƚĞǀĞ�^ĐŚŶĞŝĚĞƌ͕ �DŝŬĞ�'ƌĞĐŽ͕��ĂƌƌĞƩ��ŽůŽŵďŽ͕�ĂŶĚ�ZĂŵƐĞǇ��ŽƵŶƚǇ͘� 

 
Z�W�ŝƐ�Ă�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�DŝŶŶĞƐŽƚĂ Ɛ͛��ĞŶƚĞƌ�ĨŽƌ�hƌďĂŶ�ĂŶĚ�ZĞŐŝŽŶĂů��īĂŝƌƐ�;�hZ�Ϳ͘� 

 
dŚĞ�hŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�DŝŶŶĞƐŽƚĂ�ŝƐ�ĂŶ�ĞƋƵĂů�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ�ĞĚƵĐĂƚŽƌ�ĂŶĚ�ĞŵƉůŽǇĞƌ͘ � 

dŚŝƐ�ƉƵďůŝĐĂƟŽŶͬŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů�ŝƐ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ŝŶ�ĂůƚĞƌŶĂƟǀĞ�ĨŽƌŵĂƚƐ�ƵƉŽŶ�ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚ͘��ŝƌĞĐƚ�ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚƐ�ƚŽ�ƌĐƉΛƵŵŶ͘ĞĚƵ�Žƌ�ϲϭϮͲϲϮϱͲϳϱϬϭ͘

WƌŝŶƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƌĞĐǇĐůĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞĐǇĐůĂďůĞ�ƉĂƉĞƌ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ăƚ�ůĞĂƐƚ�ϭϬ�ƉĞƌĐĞŶƚ�ƉŽƐƚĐŽŶƐƵŵĞƌ�ǁĂƐƚĞ�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů͘

�ƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�ZĞƐŝůŝĞŶĐĞ�ƚŽ��ŵĞƌŐĞŶĐŝĞƐ�ĂŵŽŶŐ�sƵůŶĞƌĂďůĞ�WŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶƐ  
Develop a social vulnerability index to map vulnerability and resilience 
ŝŶ�ZĂŵƐĞǇ��ŽƵŶƚǇ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ĞŵĞƌŐĞŶĐǇ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ĞīŽƌƚƐ͘ 

�ƵůƚƵƌĂůůǇ��ƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ��ƌŝƐŝƐ�/ŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶƐ  
/ĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂůůǇ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝǀĞ͕�ĨĂŵŝůǇͲŽƌŝĞŶƚĞĚ�ĐƌŝƐŝƐ�ŝŶƚĞƌǀĞŶƟŽŶ�
ŵŽĚĞůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĞƐ�ƚŽ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ĞǆŝƐƟŶŐ�ZĂŵƐĞǇ��ŽƵŶƚǇ�
ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ�ďǇ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐĞƌǀĞĚ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶƐ͘

zŽƵƚŚ��ŽŶƟŶƵƵŵ�ŽĨ��ĂƌĞ͗�>ĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ĨƌŽŵ�KƚŚĞƌƐ� 
/ŶǀĞƐƟŐĂƚĞ�ŚŽǁ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ĐŽƵŶƟĞƐ�ŝŶ�DŝŶŶĞƐŽƚĂ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�h͘^͘�ĞǀĂůƵĂƚĞ�
ĂŶĚ�ŵĞĂƐƵƌĞ�ŽƵƚĐŽŵĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ǇŽƵƚŚͲƐĞƌǀŝŶŐ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ͘

/ŶƚĞŐƌĂƟŶŐ�,ĞĂůƚŚ�ĂŶĚ�:ƵƐƟĐĞ  
�ŶĂůǇǌĞ�ĚĂƚĂ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ��ŽƵŶƚǇ͛Ɛ��ĚƵůƚ��ĞƚĞŶƟŽŶ��ĞŶƚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇ�
ƵŶŵĞƚ�ŵĞŶƚĂů�ŚĞĂůƚŚ͕�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶĐĞ�ĂďƵƐĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĐŚƌŽŶŝĐ�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ŶĞĞĚƐ͘

�ǆƉůŽƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�hƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�WƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ��ƐƐĞƐƐĞĚ��ůĞĂŶ��ŶĞƌŐǇ�;W���Ϳ�
WƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ĨŽƌ�DƵůƟĨĂŵŝůǇ��ƵŝůĚŝŶŐƐ� 
/ĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ďĂƌƌŝĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�W����ĨŽƌ�ŵƵůƟͲĨĂŵŝůǇ�ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƟĂů�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ͕�
ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ�ĐĂƐĞ�ƐƚƵĚŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƐƵĐŚ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂůůǇ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚ�ŚŽǁ�
ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ĂīŽƌĚĂďůĞ�ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ͘

KƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ĨŽƌ��ŝƚǇͲ�ŽƵŶƚǇ��ŽůůĂďŽƌĂƟŽŶ�ŽŶ��ůŝŵĂƚĞ�ZĞƐŝůŝĞŶĐǇ  
�ǆƉůŽƌĞ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ZĂŵƐĞǇ��ŽƵŶƚǇ�ƚŽ�ĂƐƐŝƐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽůůĂďŽƌĂƚĞ�
ǁŝƚŚ�ĐŝƟĞƐ�ŽŶ�ĞŶĞƌŐǇ͕�ƌĞƐŝůŝĞŶĐǇ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĐůŝŵĂƚĞ�ǀƵůŶĞƌĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ĞīŽƌƚƐ͘

WƵƫŶŐ�ZĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐ�&ŝƌƐƚ͗��ĐĐĞƐƐŝďŝůƚǇ�ŽĨ��ŽƵŶƚǇ�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ�&ĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐ  
�ƐƐĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐŝďŝůŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ZĂŵƐĞǇ��ŽƵŶƚǇ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ�ĨĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚ�ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĞƐ�ƚŽ�ŝŶĐƌĞĂƐĞ�ĂĐĐĞƐƐ͘

^ƚĂďŝůŝƚǇ�^ƚĂƌƚƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�WůĂĐĞ��ĂůůĞĚ�,ŽŵĞ  
ZĞǀŝĞǁ�ůŽĐĂů�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶŝƟĂƟǀĞƐ�ŽŶ�ŚŽƵƐŝŶŐ�ŝŶƐƚĂďŝůŝƚǇ� 
ĂŶĚ�ŚŽŵĞůĞƐƐŶĞƐƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚ�ƉŽůŝĐŝĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐŝĞƐ� 
ƚŽ�ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ�ŝŶ�ZĂŵƐĞǇ��ŽƵŶƚǇ͘

ZĞŵŽǀŝŶŐ�dƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚĂƟŽŶ��ĂƌƌŝĞƌƐ�ƚŽ��ŵƉůŽǇŵĞŶƚ  
�ŽŶĚƵĐƚ�Ă�ƚƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚĂƟŽŶ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ďĂƌƌŝĞƌƐ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚ�ǁŝƚŚ� 
ZĂŵƐĞǇ��ŽƵŶƚǇ�tŽƌŬĨŽƌĐĞ�^ŽůƵƟŽŶƐ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ� 
ůŽĐĂů�ďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐĞƐ�ƚŽ�ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ�ŝŶ�ĞŵƉůŽǇĞĞ�ƌĞĐƌƵŝƚŵĞŶƚ� 
ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƚĞŶƟŽŶ͘

'/^�ĂƐ�Ă��ŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶ�dŽŽů 
�ƌĞĂƚĞ�Ă�ǁĞď�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ��ŽƵŶƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ůŽĐĂů�ŐŽǀĞƌŶŵĞŶƚ� 
ƐƚĂī�ƚŽ�ƚƌĂĐŬ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƚĞ�ŝŶĨƌĂƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ� 
ŵĂŝŶƚĞŶĂŶĐĞ�ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ͘

/ŶŶŽǀĂƟǀĞ�^ƚŽƌŵ�tĂƚĞƌ�DĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ZƵƐŚ�>ŝŶĞ��Zd� 
�ĞǀĞůŽƉ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶ�ƉƌŝŶĐŝƉůĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŐƵŝĚĞůŝŶĞƐ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞ�ƐƚŽƌŵ�ǁĂƚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�
ĞŶŚĂŶĐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĂĞƐƚŚĞƟĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞĐƌĞĂƟŽŶĂů�ǀĂůƵĞ�ŽĨ�ĂƌĞĂƐ�ƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚŝŶŐ�
ƚŚĞ�ZƵƐŚ�>ŝŶĞ͛Ɛ�ƐƚĂƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŐƵŝĚĞǁĂǇ͘

DĂŬŝŶŐ��ŽŶŶĞĐƟŽŶƐ͗�ZĞĚƵĐŝŶŐ�&ŽŽĚ�tĂƐƚĞ�tŚŝůĞ�/ŵƉƌŽǀŝŶŐ� 
&ŽŽĚ�^ĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ� 
/ŶǀĞƐƟŐĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ�ƚŽ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ĨŽƌ�ĚŝǀĞƌƟŶŐ� 
ĞĚŝďůĞ�ĨŽŽĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ůĂŶĚĮůůƐ�ƚŽ�ƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ǁŚĞƌĞ�ŝƚ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƚĞĚ� 
ĨŽƌ�ŚƵŵĂŶ�ĐŽŶƐƵŵƉƟŽŶ͘

�ǀĂůƵĂƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�/ŵƉĂĐƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ZĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�&ƵŶĚ�;�Z&Ϳ 
/ŶǀĞƐƟŐĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƵƚĐŽŵĞƐ�ŽĨ��Z&ͲĨƵŶĚĞĚ�ƌĞĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ� 
ƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐ�ƚŽ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽŶŐͲƚĞƌŵ�ŝŵƉĂĐƚ�ŽŶ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ� 
ĂŶĚ�ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ͘

�ŵƉŽǁĞƌŝŶŐ��ŝƟǌĞŶƐ�ƚŽ�sŽƚĞ 
�ŶĂůǇǌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĐĂƵƐĞƐ�ŽĨ�ůŽǁ�ƌĞŐŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ǀŽƟŶŐ�ĂŵŽŶŐ�ǇŽƵƚŚ� 
ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�&ƌŽŐƚŽǁŶ�ŶĞŝŐŚďŽƌŚŽŽĚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵƉůĞŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶ�
ŽƵƚƌĞĂĐŚ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂƌŬĞƟŶŐ�ƉůĂŶ�ƚŽ�ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞ�ŐƌĞĂƚĞƌ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƟŽŶ͘

�ǆƉůŽƌŝŶŐ��ƫƚƵĚĞƐ�ƚŽǁĂƌĚ�Ă�DŽĚĞƌŶ�^ƚƌĞĞƚ��Ăƌ�>ŝŶĞ�ĂůŽŶŐ� 
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