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About the Partner 

New Brighton is an inner-ring suburban community (population 
23,434) in Ramsey County that sits north of Saint Paul at the 
intersection of Interstates 694 and 35W. It is located on 
ancestral, traditional, and current homelands of the Dakota. In 
the 1700s, Mdewakanton Dakota people lived in large villages near Rice Creek and Long Lake, 
where they harvested wild rice. European settlement of the region began in the mid-1800s, and 
New Brighton was established as a village in 1891. Early industries included agriculture and 
stockyards. The development of interstate highways spurred regional growth in the 1960s, and 
New Brighton was incorporated as a city in 1974.  
 
Today, New Brighton is a fully developed and well-planned city. The population is 
approximately 70% White, 15% Black or African American, 8% Asian, and 4% Hispanic or Latino. 
The city has a mix of age groups and a significant proportion of families, though it does skew 
older than the general Twin Cities population. Roughly 60% of the housing units are single-
family homes, while the remainder are multifamily housing. New Brighton’s local economy 
includes small businesses and larger corporate entities; it is also located in a jobs-rich region of 
the Twin Cities that draws commuters who live elsewhere. The city has a variety of parks, trails, 
and lakes, as well as quality schools, making it an attractive location for many families.  
 
 
Project Description 

Manufactured home parks (MHP) provide a location for the most affordable type of owner-
occupied housing in New Brighton. It is a known fact that MHP residents face challenges when it 
comes time to finance needed renovations and safety features, as lenders are hesitant to extend 
home improvement financing due to relatively low property values and the semi-permanent 
nature of manufactured homes. 
 
New Brighton has two Manufactured Home Parks (MHP): Lakeside North Mobile Home Park and 
Oak Grove Mobile Home Park. A recent Housing Study approved by the City Council prioritized 
an increase of long-term stability for these residents. Student researchers will investigate 
possible funding for manufactured home maintenance and outreach strategies that City staff 
could employ to reach residents and park owners and connect them to available resources.  
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Key Issues, Questions, and Ideas for Students to Explore   

1. Best practices for improving the City of New Brighton’s relationship with (1) MHP 
residents and (2) MHP property managers/owners 

2. Home maintenance funding opportunities for residents and park owners. Are mobile 
home parks eligible for federal or state infrastructure money through the Inflation 
Reduction Act (IRA) or Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA)? Or for other 
federal, state, local, or philanthropic funding?  

3. Case studies of successful municipal programing geared toward engaging MHP 
residents (examples include but are not limited to community gardens, farmers 
markets, recreational activities, activities for families and children, holiday events) 

4. How to facilitate/encourage MHP residents to participate in civic life in New Brighton 
 
How Student Work Will Build Community Resilience 

Student research will support the City’s goal of engaging MHP residents and creating a better 
working relationship with park owners. Strengthening these relationships and sharing funding 
opportunities for home improvement will help preserve affordable housing stock and increase 
stability for lower-income residents, which in turn will make New Brighton a more resilient 
community. Programming and activities for residents can help to create a sense of community 
and connection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Potential Partners or Stakeholders 

• Ramsey County 
• Minnesota Housing 
• Xcel Energy 

 

Existing Plans and Reports 

• New Brighton Housing Study (2023) 
• New Brighton’s 2040 Comprehensive 

Plan (2019) 

RCP–UMN Contact 

Stina Kielsmeier-Cook, Coordinator 
University of Minnesota 
kiel0054@umn.edu  |  612.625.6550 
 

New Brighton Project Lead 

Craig Schlichting, Director  
Community Assets and Development 
Craig.schlichting@newbrightonmn.gov   |  
651-638-2056 
 


