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About the Partner
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shopping and dining, parks and recreational
facilities, and a high quality of life for

residents. In 2019, Edina had a population of
roughly 52,800 people, with a median age of
44.2 and a median household income of
$104,244. The three largest racial/ethnic

groups in Edina are White (Non-Hispanic)
(84.2%), Asian (Non-Hispanic) (7.57%), and
Black or African American (Non-Hispanic) (2.6%).

Project Description

Because the transportation sector is on track to be the largest producer of greenhouse gases in
Edina by 2025, the City’s adopted Climate Action Plan (2021) includes goals to decrease vehicle-
miles traveled by 7%, double public transit ridership, and increase average population density
by 4% by the year 2030. Based on current and projected growth patterns, the City would like to
investigate if this population density target is adequate to meet its transportation goals,
including thresholds set by MetroTransit for increased transit frequency or service in the
community; how this density target aligns with the City’s current comprehensive plan; and site-
specific and general strategies or recommendations for increasing density to meet the target
goal.

Edina’s goal for this project is for students to model different density figures, starting with
Edina’s 2040 comprehensive plan, and project these models out to 2030 to determine what is
required density-wise to accomplish the transportation transition the Climate Action Plan
envisions. Student findings will inform planning commission and city council decisions about
future residential development and transportation investments. In addition, all municipalities in
the Twin Cities metropolitan area, including Edina, will begin their 2050 comprehensive planning
process in the next few years, and this study can inform the housing and transportation chapters

of that plan.
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Key Issues, Questions, and Ideas for Students to Explore

The City’s goal for this RCP project is for students to model different density figures, starting
with Edina’s 2040 comprehensive plan. Then, students would project these models out to 2030
to see what is possible and what is needed density-wise to accomplish the transportation
transition the CAP envisions. This will include incorporating Metro Transit equations for
increased bus service into analysis and recommendations. The City anticipates this would
include both site-specific recommendations (e.g., higher density near existing or planned transit)
and analyzing the community more broadly.

How Student Work Will Build Community Resilience

Edina must improve shared transportation equity and access, which is not possible without
increased density. Being better informed on how well the City is meeting density targets to
achieve transportation changes will lead to more impactful and targeted policy, and ensure goal-
specific plans like Edina’s CAP aligns with and informs the citywide comprehensive plan. Making
Edina less car-centric will improve air quality, leading to reduced asthma rates. By giving
residents and visitors more choices on how to get around, they can walk or bike to work, school,
and other daily needs, improving public health. And by making a major dent in reducing
greenhouse gas emissions, we do our part to keep Minnesota on track to meet its statewide
climate goals.

Potential Partners or Stakeholders Existing Plans and Reports
= CommonBond » City of Edina Climate Action Plan
= Metropolitan Council = City of Edina Comprehensive Plan
* MetroTransit » City of Edina Land Use Plan
* Hennepin County » City of Edina GIS data
RCP-UMN Contact Edina Project Lead
Stina Kielsmeier-Cook, RCP Program Coordinator Matthew Gabb, Sustainability Specialist
University of Minnesota Engineering Department, City of Edina
kielo054@umn.edu | 612.625.6550 mgabb@edinamn.gov | 952-826-1611
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